
SAP Transformation Tool



NBTransform is a software  
solution built in SAP that is used  
to transform Master and 
Transactional Data from a legacy 
ERP to SAP. NBTransform handles 
any data object transformation 
with a cross reference table in  
SAP for mapping source to target 
or any complex logical rule.

The easiest way to transform  
your SAP data.

 
  

SAP provides standard out of the box 
solutions for Extract and Load, but no 
solution for Transform is provided within 
standard SAP. Customers must find a 
method for automating the translation 
of legacy system data fields to the SAP 
system. Excel would seem to an easy 
to understand common method for 
transforming data, however Excel will 
break down as data sets become larger or 
the rules to convert are complex.  
Other than for specific tasks Excel 
cannot be used effectively for a full data 
conversion effort.

NB Consulting developed the NBTransform  
tool to support the business rules to 
automatically transform the data from a legacy 
system(s) into the desired data values of the 
target SAP system.

 
Transform Tool  
Key Features:

• 100% built in SAP and easy to port from one 
SAP Client to another

• Easy for the SAP project team to understand 
because it’s in SAP

• All of the transformation rules are maintained 
in one central SAP system 

• Capable of handling transformation rules for 
any data object either simple or very complex 
in one environment

• Once a transformation rule has been set it will 
be applied for all subsequent transformations 
for that field regardless of what data object 
that field is present in

 
  

• Able to report the status of conversion 
progress for any data object in real time or with 
reports for status updates

• Secures control of rule changes (Write Access) 
to the identified Data Object owners, other 
team members can read the transformation 
rules of any object

• Post Go-Live the Xref tables are valuable to 
end users for a single place to see what the 
legacy values were

• The BI team can utilize the Xref tables when 
building reports 



 
Building an XRef table  
for any object

Xref Utility Program allows users to maintain the 
translation from old value to new value for the 
desired field in SAP. 

 

Team members specifies the Field they  
would like to maintain a Xref against (i.e. MTART 
for Material Type)

 
Maintaining the XRef Tables 
with source to target rules

Within SAP, tables are populated with the values 
defining source to target by field per object.

Here is an Example of the Plant Cross Reference 
Entries Maintained via the Xref Utility:

Support for Testing  
Data Conversion
During the early stages of testing, final 
configuration may not be available in a test 
environment. Teams can specify a temporary 
Xref rule to ensure a successful transformation 
when the data load occurs in a test environment.

 
Securing Changes to  
XRef Rules

This table contains a list of SAP Field names  
and the team who has ownership/responsibility 
to maintain the ‘old value to new value’ 
translation entries.

i.e. Company Code is owned by ATR; therefore, 
only members assigned to ATR have access to 
maintain translation entries for this field.

Overview of Capabilities
Simple One to One Data 
Transform any value to 
another value 

Complex 
Transformations

Two or more values 
Transform to one value

One to Many values can 
determine one value

String Operations

Search for specific word 
in source and determine 
target value

Strip out characters in 
source and format to 
target value

Transform Date format 
from target to source

Transform Externally 
assigned numbers to 
Internally assigned 
numbers i.e. Materials

Transform old material 
numbers to new 
externally assigned 
numbers in target

Add column or field to a 
transformed file to add 
data that is not in source

Multiply Rows to target 
from single master data 
record i.e. additional 
customers added to 
support more complex 
sales area

Delete undesired rows in 
source that should not 
be migrated to target i.e. 
do not migrate Non-
Purchased Materials

Report that shows the 
rules that are being used 
for any object
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